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Policy / Political Context

• 2014 – Previous adoption of LRC Environmental Sustainability Policy 
• Evolving nature of LG role in sustainability, and assoc. community expectations
• Specialised and inter-connected nature of different aspects of environmental sustainability
• Big successes for LRC:

• LED Public Lighting transition,
• Solar installs on facilities
• Integrated Water Resources Management

• PRAGMATIC – delivered economic AND environmental benefits

• 2019 - Commenced a review of the Environmental Sustainability Policy 
• 26 March 2019 - Declaration of a climate emergency (casting vote reqd.)
• 2018-21 – Much Elected Member engagement in waste management

• 25 June 2019 - established Sustainability Working Party (SWP)



Sustainability Working Party (SWP)
Section 41 Committee under LG Act 1999

• CHAIR: General Manager, Infrastructure & Environment 
• Deputy Mayor
• Mayor (ex Officio)
• 3 x Councillors
• 4 x Key staff

PRAGMATIC focus on environmental sustainability & efficiency in Council operations

RECOGNITION of Council as Community Exemplar / Leader

LISTENING PERIOD - invited industry leaders in energy, waste management, biodiversity, water

5 x THEMES emerged: Waste, Climate, Energy, Landscapes, Water

DELIVERABLES FRAMEWORK – SWP expectations developed BEFORE engaging consultants

URPS then engaged - capture info provided by industry leaders and run community consultation



Proposed 
Deliverables 
Framework

LRC Sustainability 
Consultancy





31 May 2022 – Sustainability Working Party (SWP) endorsed Draft ESSAP
• High quality of responses from Community and Key Stakeholder Groups

• High level of support for actions

• Broad spectrum of SWP views re Climate Change – found common ground

28 June 2022 - Adopted as LRC’s Environmental Sustainability Policy, Strategy, and 
Action Plan

• Not Glossy. Policy is not a destination

• PRAGMATIC focus on Sustainability ACTION with co-benefits

• Accountabilities per Action

• Annual budget – basis for leveraging more $$$ via co-investment

Environmental Sustainability Strategy 
and Action Plan



Some of our Early Wins



Don Helbig Conservation Reserve

1. Council purchase of land for 
new Conservation Reserve

2. Management via LRC’s 
Community Empowerment 
Model –
Seppeltsfield Road Business 
Alliance

3. Early engagement with 
Traditional Owners –
aiming for even earlier 
(RAP development)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Wasley’s Road Change story:
Native grassland conservation
Random native aquatic plant conservation
Road Infrastructure Improvement 
Early European Explorer Australian History
Indigenous Bio-cultural Knowledge sharing
Roadside maintenance



Freeling CWMS Upgrade

 $3.8M upgrade

 Future proofing - population 
and economic growth

 Tertiary Treatment Plant 
improves water quality

 Reuse water for town 
irrigation and agriculture
(+ potential shandy with 
stormwater)

 Circular economy



Bunyip Water ‘Mark 1’

 Successful wrap-up of $22M PPP

 Significantly improved Council’s 
Financial Sustainability

 Enabled delivery of $15M Accelerated 
Road/Footpath Infrastructure 
Program

 1st major climate-resilient water 
supply to Barossa Valley irrigators

 Reuse of Bolivar WWTP water – 
avoided St Vincent Gulf discharge

 Harvesting urban stormwater 
generated by Gawler Township – 
avoided ecological impact

 Water for Hewett irrigation

 Circular economy



Some of our Opportunities



Building Upgrade Finance (BUF)

 2021 - LRC signed-up as a BUF Council in

 2022 - Sustainable Australia Fund (SAF) and Better Building 
Finance (BBF) engaged as BUF delivery agents in LRC

 Delivering sustainability with Co-benefits…

 BUF seeks to help local businesses:

• reduce operating costs

• adapt to climate change

• reduce greenhouse gas emissions

• undertake heritage upgrades



Roseworthy Water Scheme

 $17M project over 
several years

 Bunyip Water ‘Mark 2’ – 
800 ML/annum 
expansion (initially)

 Harvests stormwater 
from RTE – Gawler Belt 
flood risk no worse

 Water for RTE greening 
and cooling + Kingsford 
Industry + Western 
Barossa Irrigators

 Circular economy

Additional 
Managed 
Aquifer 
Recharge 
Bores

Build 
infrastructure to 
harvest urban 
stormwater and 
deliver water for 
parks and 
industry …
‘Water-off’ &
‘Water-on’

800 ML/annum 
more climate 
resilient water 
for jobs in 
Western 
Barossa



Thank you

Simon Sherriff
ssherriff@light.sa.gov.au
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