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The Problem
Collaborative Carbon Offsets Study

Councils committing to net zero/carbon neutrality

       Offsets required for emissions that can’t be reduced (yet)

       Price and supply volatility in carbon market

        Limited opportunities for Councils to generate carbon offsets individually



Participants
Collaborative Carbon Offsets Study

The City of 
Adelaide

Adelaide Hills 
Council

Campbelltown 
City Council

City of Charles 
Sturt

City of 
Holdfast Bay

Light Regional 
Council City of Marion City of 

Mitcham

City of 
Onkaparinga

City of Port 
Adelaide 
Enfield

City of Unley

Legatus Group 
(15 Councils)

Resilient East 
(8 Councils) 

33 participant 
Councils



Australian Carbon Offset Projects
Collaborative Carbon Offsets Study



Action 4

Lead an investigation into 
generating carbon offsets 
within South Australia, in 
collaboration with other SA 
councils

Collaborative Carbon Offsets Study
Project Scope

Phase 3: Equity

How can Regional Councils and Metropolitan 
Councils partner to offset carbon emissions?

Partnership models, mutual benefits, maximising 
community co-benefits, capacity building required

Phase 2: Feasibility

What opportunities are there for SA local 
governments to generate ACCUs?

Methods available, land required, scale of 
opportunity, timeframes, cost/benefit ratio, risks

Phase 1: Eligibility
Are local governments eligible as project proponents 

to generate Australian Carbon Credit Units (ACCUs) on 
public land, under the Emission Reduction Fund?

Legal barriers to offset generation or sale, carbon 
market participation, risk and benefits



Collaborative Carbon Offsets Study
Representative Approach

Category of 
Council

Feasible Offset 
Generation 
Methods

Potential 
Scale

Potential 
Timeframe

Risk-Cost- 
Benefits

Next Steps

Metro

Metro Fringe

Coastal

Rural

Steering Committee

Metro: City of Adelaide
 City of Burnside/Resilient East

Fringe: Adelaide Hill Council
 

Coastal: City of PAE
 City of Onkaparinga

Rural: Light Regional Council
 Legatus Group



Progress to date
Collaborative Carbon Offsets Study

• Phase 2 commenced

• Phase 1 summary findings:

• Land ownership or legal agreement required

• ACCUs can be traded or retired

• Riskier to generate offsets, but higher potential benefits

• Newness and additionality requirements

• Reporting requirements

• Permanence - 25 or 100 years for sequestration projects

• 31 Council ERF projects currently registered
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