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This project is part of the Regional Drought Resilience Planning Program and is jointly funded through the Australian Government’s Future Drought Fund and the Government of South Australia.
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• Future Drought Fund

o $5  billion fund aimed at supporting farmers and communities’ drought resilience to prepare for future 
drought, legislated under Future Drought Fund Act 2019

o Administered by Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry 

o Activities of the Fund structured via: 

 4 themes (climate information, management practices, planning, preparation by communities)

 8 programs (to date)

o Productivity Commission currently reviewing effectiveness, efficiency and appropriateness of funding 
allocations – due to report to Australian Government by 10 September 2023  



Context and background

• Regional Drought Resilience Planning Program

o Place-based approach to identifying (and pursuing) priority actions for improving drought resilience 
locally

o Evidence-based approach to developing priority actions focused on resilience, adaptation and 
transformation 

 Independently reviewed by Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO)

o Community-led plans sustained through adaptive learning processes

 Co-design process with industry, communities, traditional owners and other local stakeholders

o Pilot round currently being finalised in two regions and underway in a third region in South Australia
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• Co-design process

o SA Drought Resilience Adoptions and Innovation Hub consultation (Aug – Oct 2021)

o Stakeholder consultation and co-design (Feb – Jun 2022)

o Key Insights Paper – climate projections, historic experiences of drought, current drought preparedness 
and planned activities (March 2022)

o Draft plan (Jul 2022)

o Independent review by CSIRO (Jul – Dec 2022)

o Final draft for Commonwealth Minister approval (March 2023)

279 stakeholders engaged by SA 
Drought Resilience Adoption and 

Innovation Hub

143 stakeholders engaged directly 
through the NYRDRP co-design 

process 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There is a spelling error on the Research and innovation bubble
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The Path Forwards

• Final draft submitted to PIRSA, DAFF 

• To be approved by the Commonwealth Minister responsible for Drought 

• Governance of the Plan via Northern and Yorke Regional Alliance

o Ownership of the Plan by communities, represented (and engaged) by Alliance members

• Monitoring, evaluation and learning (MEL) framework to incorporate learnings via 
adaptive learning process

• Implementation (and maintenance) of the Plan at the sub-regional level



The Path Forwards

• Implementation activities to be coordinated by NY Regional Alliance members at the sub-
region level will include:

o Identifying alignment with, and opportunities to integrate, priority actions into strategic and 
operational plans

o Sharing information pertaining to drought resilience (including funding opportunities)

o Supporting funding applications and engagement with the Future Drought Fund

o Monitoring activities and reporting on progress in implementing priority actions under the NYRDRP

o Updating and reprioritising priority activities based on changing circumstances, knowledge and progress 
towards drought resilience



The Path Forwards

Sub-region zone Local government areas
Upper North and East
(Legatus)

Flinders Ranges Council
District Council of Mount Remarkable
District Council of Orroroo Carrieton
District Council of Peterborough
Regional Council of Goyder

Mid North
(RDA Yorke and Mid North)

Port Pirie Regional Council
Northern Areas Council

Peninsula
(Northern Yorke Landscape Board)

Barunga West Council
Copper Coast Council
Yorke Peninsula Council

Plains and Ranges
(RDA Barossa, Gawler, Light and Adelaide Plains)

Wakefield Regional Council
Clare and Gilbert Valleys Council
Adelaide Plains Council
Light Regional Council
Barossa Council



The Path Forwards

• Why these priority actions are important for land use in regional areas

o Achieving drought resilience farm businesses, supply chains and communities will mitigate or 
ameliorate the negative impacts of drought 

o Stronger local communities and regional economies

o Increased diversification for broader-based growth

o Improved amenity values

o Funding opportunities via Future Drought Fund

 $100 million per annum investment across Australia until (at least) 2030
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